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Bruce Smith, Mark Criger, Wally Thomas, Dale
Fox, Mayor Glyn Day.
Orville Sparks absent.
Jack Young, Morris Wilson, Larry Coursen, Ed
Harmison, Max Friesen, Bob Sisson, Ron Dean Jr,
Cheryl Brown.

Mayor Day called the September meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.
The clerk called the roll; there was a quorum present.
The mayor
opened the meeting with prayer.
MINUTES:
Mark Criger made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to
approve the minutes of the regular August meeting with changes in the
wording of the police report.
Motion carried.
Mark Criger made a motion, seconded by Wally Thomas, to pay all
warrants presented.
Motion carried.
~ME MACHINE

LICENSE:

Mark Criger made a motion,

seconded

by Dale

to approve a game machine license for Conrad's Bar and Grill.
Motion carried.

I

JX

RURAL WATER SERVICE GUIDELINES:
Mark Criger suggested that the
c~l
continue the policy of reviewing each rural water service
request on an individual basis, but using the same guidelines for all
decisions. After considerable discussion, Dale Fox made a motion,
seconded by Mark Criger, to write an ordinance to amend Ordinance No.
97 (water service) to do the following:
a. Set the price of the meter equal to the current price asked
by Osage Rural Water District No.5.
b. Establish requirements for the placement of the meter.
c. Limit the service to a single-family residence, unless
exception granted by council.
d. Set the rates to be equal to rates charged to city
residents.
e. Require the consumer to obtain any easements necessary.
Motion carried.
The clerk will have the ordinance prepared for the
October meeting.
UNSAFE STRUCTURE:
Ed Harmison came before the council stating that
he had been asked to inspect the residence at 406 Sycamore in his
capacity as fire chief.
Harmison reported that there are weeds and
vegetation exceeding the allowed height on the premises which could
esent a fire hazard this time of year. He also said there is a
storm cellar in the back of the property, and the cover does not set
squarely on the cellar which could be a safety hazard. Harmison said
that if at the present time there would be a fire at this location,
he would not allow firefighters inside the structure. He also said
that there is a potential fire hazard to neighbors under certain
circumstances, and there is evidence that animals have been in the
structure. Morris Wilson told the council that a daughter of the
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owner has paid the property taxes for 1997, and has
power-of-attorney.
Wilson also stated that he and several others
have contacted this person with offers to buy the property.
Mayor Day said that the city would look into the matter.
The
council agreed by concensus to have Chief Dean inspect the property
and report as to violations of the nuisance ordinance, and notify the
daughter of his findings.
COURT COSTS:
Chief Dean reported that he and Judge Coursen agreed
to increase the speeding fine to $4.00/mile over the limit from
$3.00/mile over the limit.
The chief feels that this will offset the
need to increase the court costs.
ANIMAL CONTROL COVERAGE:
Mayor Day recommended that the council
consider a policy for housing impounded animals when there is no one
available to haul them to Carbondale.
Getting permission from the
Fairboard to use one of their buildings was discussed, but dismissed
after the possibility of impounding diseased animals was considered.
~~rk Criger made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to authorize Bob
,.~sson
to purchase a portable pen to be located by the maintenance
shed.
Motion carried.
STREET DANCE:
Mark Criger made a motion, seconded by Dale Fox, to
close Cedar Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets from 6 PM to 12
Midnight on September 20th to accommodate the Santa Fe Trail Days
street dance.
Motion carried.
MAINTENANCE REPORT:
Bob Sisson presented the council with maps
showing what streets
have been resealed since 1994. He reported that
he and either Dale Fox or Bruce Smith inspect which streets need
resealed, and those are the ones done as long as the money available
lasts.
Extra work on Ash Street and Surrey Lane this year and last
year resulted in fewer streets being re-sealed.
Sisson said that
unless something happens, at least half the streets will be done in
1998. Criger said that more ways to finance keeping the streets in
good condition may have to be considered in the future.
The clerk
explained that under the current tax lid, the city is levying the
maximum amount of mills.
Each year the mills may be shifted from one
fund to another, and the revenue may be more than the current year if
the property valuation increases, but there are no guarantees of
that.
Sisson said that since the trash hauler is no longer required to
pick up yard and garden waste, he's found trash bags and
~scellaneous objects.
He also said several people stated that they
~ld rather have paid more for trash pick-up.
The council agreed by
concensus that people who violate the rules may cause everyone to be
denied hauling yard waste to the designated area in Jones Park.
Chief Dean was told to watch for and ticket anyone illegally dumping
waste.
Sisson also presented the council with a drawing showing what
sewer lines have been cleaned or replaced in the last two years, and
also which ones he has marked to be cleaned this fall.
After
----------------------
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discussing what is charged for the line-cleaning, Sisson was told to
check into prices for a jet-stream cleaner.
He said the one Osage
City recently bought cost about $14,000.00.
Sisson said that the west water tower has had it's yearly
maintenance.
Some rust was found on the top, and they will be back
to fix that in the spring.
He also said that other than a couple of
water breaks, everything seems to be okay.
Bruce Smith asked about progress at the storm drain by Co-op.
Sisson said that area is on the list to be cleaned later this month.
TREASURER'S REPORT:
Max Friesen expressed concern about the
negative balances in some of the funds.
The clerk explained that the
police, recreation, street maintenance, and pool funds had more
expenditures this month than revenue and hopefully the tax levy
deposit later this month will balance these funds.
The other
alternative is to transfer funds from the general fund.
Friesen also mentioned the possibility of sharing heavy
equipment with other towns rather than paying out so much, such as
~r street resealing.
Mayor Day said that this might be worth
'- .cp l o r i ng.

POLICE REPORT:
Chief Dean recommended that software for the
municipal clerk be purchased with law grant money, if approved, and
also due to the increase in warrants Dean suggested raising the
clerk's salary from $35 to $50 per month. Dean said she is having to
put in more hours for all the paper work--probably three times more
than a year ago. Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to
increase the municipal court clerk to $50 per month. Motion carried.
Chief Dean briefly explained his monthly report.
Dean told the council that he would like to apply for another
law equipment grant in the amount of $10,000.00. The terms are the
same as last year--$9000 from federal monies and $1000 from the city.
He would use the money to replace his desktop computer in order to
use new software, a laptop computer, radios for the patrolcars, a
camcorder for court videos, and a new fingerprint kit. If and when
the grant is awarded, the current police computer could replace one
of the units in City Hall as those computers were purchased in 1990
and 1993 and have never been upgraded.
Dean said he would like to
lease the laptop unit right away which would make approximately $3400
of the grant money available to purchase law enforcement software,
blood alcohol breath testers, and new uniforms. The lease would be
funded by regular funds over a two-year period. The mayor asked Dean
if he had considered what he would be eliminating from his budget to
~ver the $150 monthly lease payment. Dean said he had taken this
to consideration and felt the benefits of the unit would make up
tor whatever adjustments he made. Dale Fox asked what the laptop
would be used for, and Dean said the laptop could be used for reports
while parked in a visible location. He also said the computer is
used for documents, report forms, and correspondence. Dean also said
that he could do alot more if he was online with other agencies.
Mark Criger asked if it would be more beneficial to go online rather
than lease the laptop. Dean said that he would prefer getting the

Page 4
laptop, and keeping the current desktop if necessary.
Dean said that
if he has to choose between a new desktop and the laptop, he would
choose the laptop in order to buy new uniforms for his officers.
Dean said he should know whether or not we get the grant sometime in
October.
The council agreed by concensus that leasing any equipment
at this time would not be feasible.
Dale Fox made a motion, seconded
by Mark Criger, to approve applying for the grant which would require
$1,000.00 from the city.
Motion carried.
Chief Dean showed drawings of a police station to be built if
and when grant monies should become available.
CLERK'S REPORT:
The clerk pointed out that cities are being
encouraged to submit pictures for the cover of the League's
Government Journal and to think about something in our area that
would qualify.
The council agreed by concensus to nominate Dale Fox and Glyn
Day as alternate to vote on League of Municipalities business when
necessary.
~
She reported that she's been having problems with the utility
~ _lling software, and that Data Tech is sending new program diskettes
to be installed before the end of the month.
The clerk said she had been told by Jim Long, an accountant with
Bogner & Long, that funds to create "capital outlay" or "slush" funds

must be supplied by revenues, and not by levied taxes. Since our
only revenue-producing fund is water/sewer, raising those rates is
one way to create a reserve or special project fund. Long did say
that another way would be to opt out from under the tax lid with a
definite objective to levy the same mills as are now levied for the
library and 1988 sewer project. The library bond will be paid in
December, 1997 and the sewer bond in December, 1998. This would
extend the current levy, for taxpayers, but would not cause any
additional levy. Long feels that people would be more agreeable to
opting out from under the tax lid if they know exactly why it's being
done, and for what )-easons. The process takes 3 to 4 months as it
involves passing a charter ordinance which is a lengthy process. The
council agreed that this is something to be considered and acted upon
before May, 1998 in order to be in the 1999 budget.
The clerk asked to go into executive session for five minutes.
Bruce Smith made a motion, seconded by Mark Criger, to go into
executive session for five minutes to discuss non-elected personnel
matters. Motion carried; meeting was recessed. Mayor Day called the
meeting back to order. Bruce Smith made a motion, seconded by Dale
Fox, to authorize hiring a part-time person to fill in for the clerk
~ needed at a salary of $6.15/hr. Motion carried.
cOUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS:
Bruce Smith asked about the status of the
pool. Bob Sisson said it's pumped down and will be winterized soon.
Mark Criger presented a pool report by JoEllen Criger.
MAYOR'S REPORT:
Mayor Day asked Chief Dean if there is a problem
with an on-duty officer handling animal control calls when Bob Call
can't be reached. Dean said he would prefer not hauling animals in
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the patrol cars.
Bruce Smith said that people have to understand
that the city does not have 24-hour/day, 7 day-a-week animal control

coverage. The council agreed that having a pen for temporary holding
should help.
The mayor reported that Albert Rooks and Dale Bloom have been
working on ways to obtain funds for a community building to be
located on the fairgrounds.
Mark Criger made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to adjourn.
Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl L. Brown,
City Clerk
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Dale Fox, president
to order
in Mayor Day's
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1997
Wally
Day absent.

Bob Sisson, Mary
Jr. arrived late.

Snell,

of the council,
called the October meeting
absence at 7:30 P.M.
The roll was called by

there was a quorum present.

MINUTES/WARRANTS:
Bruce Smith made a motion, seconded by Mark
Criger,
to approve the minutes of the September council meeting as
written.
Motion carried.
Dale Fox and Bruce Smith questioned paying an outside contractor
to haul rock when the city has a dump truck and two full-time
workers.
Bob Sisson explained that alot of rock was needed for a
couple of projects in a short time frame, and it would have taken
about 10 trips with the city dump truck compared to one or two trips
~ using Musick's.
The council agreed by concensus that the city
uck should be used to haul rock whenever possible, and that Sisson
and Call should get their commercial driver's licenses as soon as
possible.
It was also agreed that the city would pay for any license
fees.
Bruce Smith made a motion, seconded by Orville Sparks,
to pay
all warrants presented.
Motion carried.
BICYCLE TRAFFIC-BUSINESS DISTRICT:
Mark Criger told the council
that Chief Ron Dean had told him about an incident involving a little
girl riding a bike on the street and a motorist backing out from the
curb in the 300 block of Maple.
In addition to this, several
business owners have expressed concern regarding the possibility of
customers being struck by children riding bikes on the sidewalks as
the customers are coming out of buildings.
Bruce Smith said there
have been problems because of kids riding bikes around the Senior
Citizen apartments.
The council agreed by concensus to have Dean
research an ordinance regulating bicycle
traffic in the business
district and other areas if necessary, but especially the 200 and 300
blocks of Maple.
ORDINANCE FOR RURAL WATER SERVICE:
The council discussed the
proposed ordinance prepared by the clerk.
Mark Criger made a motion,
seconded by Bruce Smith, to adopt Ordinance No. 211 for the purpose
of setting guidelines
for rural water service.
There was concern
that the ordinance was not specific enough regarding placement of
meters.
Motion was defeated 5-0.
The clerk was instructed
to add
~lother section stating that the meter will be placed in a suitable,
.~cessible location to be determined by the governing body.
The clerk reported that the
UNSAFE STRUCTURE AT 406 SYCAMORE:
daughter of the property owner had been notified by certified mail
the complaints of weeds/vegetation and securing the cover on the
Chief
cellar.
They have 10 days to take care of the complaints.

of

Dean was not present at this time to give a follow-up report.
matter
was tabled until more information
can be presented.

The

YARD WASTE COMPLAINT:
Lois Harris came before the council to ask
if burning yard waste is allowed.
The council said this is legal as
long as there is no burn-ban
in place.
Mrs.
Harris told the council
that she had put out some twigs and flowers, and as a result none of
her trash had been picked up.
She also stated that if her sticks and
leaves aren't going to be picked up, she doesn't feel she needs any
trash pick-up
as she takes everything possible to be re-cycled and
only puts out a small grocery sack of other trash each week.
She had
asked the clerk to take her name off the trash service
list.
The
clerk told Mrs. Harris she would have to get permission from the
council
for exemption from the contract.
The clerk explained that in
order for business solid-waste
removal costs to be kept as low as
possible, the contract allows each residence that is occupied to be
charged--even
if no trash is ever actually picked up.
Dale Fox
explained that the reason the council had recently passed an
ordinance
exempting yard waste from routine household waste was to
eliminate the need for the hauler to make extra trips to Overbrook
made necessary by large volumes of bagged grass clippings,
leaves,
etc.
The alternative was to raise all residential
trash rates.
Mrs.
lrris
was told that yard waste can be taken to a place just east of
Lhe maintenance
building at Jones Park where the city burns the
material
from time to time.
Only yard waste is to be taken for
burning.
If other things are left,
the service
will have to be
discontinued.
Mrs. Harris
was also upset that she hadn't
been
notified
of any changes
about yard-waste
pickup.
The clerk explained
that the ordinance
had been published
in the Osage County Chronicle
on August 21,1997 as required
by law.
Mrs. Harris left the meeting
at this time.
MAINTENANCE REPORT:
Bob Sisson reported
that he's scheduled a
company
from Kansas City to clean several sewer lines on October
15th.
They're also going to try to clean out the storm drain line by
the Co-op.
Sisson said that the sewer-cleaning machine similar to the one
Carbondale
just lost costs about $27,000.
Dale Fox said that looking
for a good used machine may be the most realistic possibility.
Sisson said he would like to have the council consider buying a
street sweeper if he can find one that's reasonably priced.
He also reported that the concession stand at Jones Park has
been winterized,
and the pool bathhouse will be done as soon as he
talks to the club that waters the flowers.
POLICE REPORT:
Mark Criger gave the police report in Chief Ron
~an's
absence.
Chief Dean would like council
approval to publish a
Jrning notice that the law prohibiting illegal
turns will be
enforced.
In addition to the publication,
he would also distribute
posters to the businesses stating that after
a set date, illegal
turns
will be ticketed
and subject to fines.
The current fine is
$58.50.
Chief Dean is asking to do this as the result of a minor
accident
caused by the first party backing
into the second party who

was turning
across the center of the street in the middle of the
block to park on the other side of the street.
The council
agreed by
concensus
for Dean to proceed with the notices.
Criger stated that the police
department
would like to expand
the police station
into the courtroom.
They don't feel there is
enough
room to interview
people in the office as is.
Dean has
received permission
from Marilyn Anderson,
Librarian,
to hold
Municipal
Court in the back room of the library.
Criger also said
that it's his understanding
Judge Coursen
has no objection
to court
being conducted
in the library.
Dale Fox asked about where people
would
vote.
Criger
said that Chief Dean had also received approval
from the library
for voting.
Criger reported estimates
that Dean
had gotten of $500 for a 15' x 11' expansion
with the police
department
doing the work.
Dale Fox asked exactly
why the police
department
needs more room.
Chief Dean,
having
arrived at the
meeting at this time, responded
that they were out of space in the
present
office, and that they need a room for interviewing
and
holding.
He said that the courtroom is too big as it is to be
suitable,
while the current police office is too small when you have
a couple of officers interviewing at the same time.
Fox asked what
the rest of the court room would be used for.
Dean said it could
continue
to be used as it now is.
The clerk stated it would have to
ntinue being used for the copier, fax, water/sewer
line maps and
uccess to the only bathroom.
After looking over the courtroom, the
matter was tabled until the the library board and the judge
consulted.
TREASURER'S
REPORT:
Max Friesen reported
that the balances,
with
the exception
of the law fund, looked satisfactory.
The clerk
reported that she had been posting as much expense as possible
to the
public safety portion of the general
fund, and would continue to do
so.
She also stated that this usually happens
towards the end of the
year.
CLERK'S
REPORT:
Clerk
Brown told the council
that she had
received
numerous complaints
about yard waste no longer being picked
up by the trash hauler, with the people stating that they would
rather pay more to keep things the same.
Stephen Jones,
city attorney,
had also asked
if the City of
Overbrook would consider reimbursing
him for a $50 fee for a League
of Kansas Municipalities
City Attorney
seminar.
After discussion,
the council
agreed by concensus
not to reimburse Jones for this
particular
expense.
The clerk
asked if the council
is interested
in having another
Christmas
potluck
or dinner.
The council
agreed to have the clerk
try and reserve the Kansas State Bank community
room on a Monday
night for a potluck dinner.
~
Millie Anderson
would like the council
to consider
changing the
Jeed limit to 20 mph in the 100 block of Cedar.
Mrs. Anderson said
that traffic goes too fast in that area.
Dale Fox stated that he has
been in favor of a city-wide
20 mph speed limit for some time.
The matter was tabled until the council has had time to consider
all
the possibilities.

POLICE REPORT:
Chief Dean
several
complaints
regarding
Days street dance being held
council
should take this into

wanted to report that he had received
noise as a result of the Santa Fe Trail
by the Fairgrounds,
and thinks the
consideration
for future street dances.

Dean asked the council to consider approving a more severe
penalty for people who have received three citations for "Animals at
large"
violations for the same animal.
Dale Fox suggested an
escalating fine schedule rather than trying to take the animal away
from the owner.
Dean said he would talk to Judge Coursen about the
fines.
Chief Dean asked for a brief executive session.
Bruce Smith
made a motion, seconded
by Wally Thomas, to recess the meeting for 5
minutes at 8:47 P.M. to discuss matters related to non-elected
personnel.
Motion carried.
Dale Fox called the meeting back to
order at 8:53 P.M.
No action was taken as a result of the recess.
Orville Sparks made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith,
adjourn.
Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned at 8:56

Respectfully

submitted,

Cheryl L. Brown
City Clerk
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The meeting
was called
to order by Mayor
Day at 7:30 P.M.
After
a brief prayer offered
by Mayor Day, the clerk called the roll.
There was a quorum present.
MINUTES/WARRANTS:
Dale Fox made a motion,
seconded by Orville
Sparks,
to approve
the minutes of the October regular meeting as
written.
Motion carried.
Orville Sparks made a motion, seconded by Wally Thomas, to pay
all warrants
presented.
Motion carried.
CONSIDERATION
OF ORDINANCE:
Mayor Day presented the revised
~ersion
of the ordinance discussed
at the October
meeting rega)-ding
Juidelines for water service outside city limits.
The clerk
explained
that she had added a section stating that the meter
will be
placed in a location
to be determined
by the governing body.
Dale
Fox made a motion, seconded by Orville Sparks, to adopt Ordinance No.
211 which sets guidelines for rural water service.
Motion carried.
ZONING CHANGE REQUEST:
The mayor read the recommendation
made by
the Planning Commission
for the zoning of the Middle School
property
at 300 Ash.
The recommendation
was to zone the property
"Commercial
use with a variance
to be a home-occupied
business to be used for
residence,
bed and breakfast,
and community use."
The clerk explained
that even if the council acts on this
recommendation
at this time,
nothing
will be definite until a 14-day
period passes to allow for written protests
to be made.
Dale Fox
stated that he would prefer
the whole council
be present before any
action
is taken.
The mayor
asked Mrs.
Karen Wray, co-owner
of the property,
why
there is an objection to having a Conditional
Use Permit rather than
having it zoned Commercial.
Mrs.
Wray said that her husband wants
the commercial
zoning for future re-sale purposes.
Mayor Day said
that while he understood that reasoning, he also understands
why the
neighbors
and the city would prefer
zoning that would allow for some
kind of control
over what kind of businesses would be located
on this
property.
The clerk stated
that she was concerned
that there might
be a problem with the wording in the actual recommendation,
and would
heck with the city attorney
for his opinion before the 14-day
~aiting period is up.
Mayor Day asked Mrs.
Wray if there is a possibility
that their
arrangement
with the school board would be nullified if the property
is not zoned "Commercial".
She indicated that possibility does
exist.
The council
agreed
by concensus
to have a special
meeting on

November
26, 1997 at 6:00
P.M.
to consider
the recommendation
which
would give time for written
protests
to be received,
and consultation
with the city attorney.
BICYCLE
ORDINANCE:
The clerk told the council
that Chief Dean had
indicated that he preferred
the sample ordinance
from Michigan
with
necessary changes.
The council agreed by concensus
to table further
discussion
until Chief
Dean and the rest of the council are present.
EXPANSION
OF THE POLICE OFFICE:
Judge Larry Coursen told the
council
that he was not in favor
of holding Municipal Court at the
library which would be a result of expanding
the police office into
the present courtroom,
and also that he was upset about not being
notified
that the matter
was going to be discussed
at the October
meeting.
The judge also said he was disturbed when he learned
that
increasing
court costs had been discussed
at a previous
council
meeting
without his being informed.
Judge Coursen
stated
that
furthermore
he is concerned
about comments
on the street that more
tickets
are being written
to pay court personnel
as that is not the
case.
Mayor Day asked the judge to remain
at the meeting in order to
discuss
these matters
with Chief Dean present.
AINTENANCE
REPORT:
Bob Sisson
reported
that after two sessions,
the storm drain
at the Co-op has been fixed.
They also cleaned
the
lines from Friesen's
to the lagoons and from Shuck's over to around
Bruce
Smith's
house.
Sisson told the council
that he and Bob Call have passed the
Commercial
Driver's
License
exam,
but the dump truck needed some work
done on the airbrakes.
They plan
to go back this week to finish the
licensing
process.
Sisson
said that he is still
getting lots of complaints about
the change
in policy
regarding yard waste.
The council agreed
by
concensus
to take bids for solid
waste removal
in 1998,
and to notify
the present
hauler
that this will be done.
Dale Fox asked about
heavy,
bulky things.
The clerk said that Midway picks
up some of
this,
but has the clerk notify one of our local
residents
who picks
up things that can be salvaged.
She suggested
that these types of
things
be covered
in the next contract.
There was discussion
regarding
having a roll-off
dumpster
somewhere
in town for everyone
to use for non-routine
items and where it could be located.
CLERK'S
REPORT:
The clerk told the council
that the city had
received
a nice thank-you
note from Kathy
Gerisch
about the clean-up
in the ditch
behind
her house.
She reminded
everyone
about
the school
bond vote on December
2.
A notice
will be published
regarding
holiday trash
pickup
for
the westside
residents
(the Saturday
after
Thanksgiving,
Christmas,
~nd New Year's Day).
Posters
have been placed
in several
locations
ctround
town.
The clerk said she is putting
a notice in the Chronicle
letting
people
know that the 1998 dog and cat licenses
are available,
and are
due as of January
1.
Only 47 dog tags and 26 cat tags were sold in
1997.
Mayor Day asked council
opinion
about giving
the employees
a $20

check
rather than a gift certificate
as a Christmas
bonus.
The
council
agreed to approve the checks
by concensus.
These will be
given to the four full-time
employees
and four part-time
police
officers
to include Billy Warrington,
Ed Harmison,
Everette
Dannar,
and Steve Pfannenstiel.
TREASURER'S
REPORT:
Max Friesen
expressed
his concern
about the
negative balance
in the law fund.
The clerk
stated that she will
have to transfer funds from the general
fund into the law fund to
balance,
and that all expenses
from November
1st will have to be
posted to the general
fund as the law fund has reached
it's
budget
limit.
She will
have to do the same for the recreation
and street
maintenance
funds.
There will be just one more county tax levy
deposit
this year.
Friesen said the funds appear to be okay other
than the ones mentioned.
POLICE REPORT:
Chief
Ron Dean,
Jr. was present
at this time to
review the report he prepared
for the council.
Dean told the council
that Everette
Dannar had appeared on TV on the subject
of "shaken
baby syndrome".
Chief
Dean told the council
that he was working
with the school
~o make ID kits.
The school
would
be furnishing
pictures,
and he
ould be doing the finger-printing.
Dean said he now has a reserve-officer
training
policy.
Dean
also said that he should
be hearing
something
about the law equipment
grant soon.
Chief Dean reported
that Cheryl
Stewart
had asked him about
placing
"Pedestrian
Crossing"
signs at the Maple & Santa Fe Trail
crosswalk.
He told the council
that the school
is organizing
crossing
guards around the school
with the police department
providing
some training.
The clerk said that Derrick
Dahl had asked that the tennis
courts be included
in whatever
"bicycle"
ordinance
is adopted
by the
city.
Mayor Day asked what the status
is with the "unsafe"
structure
at 406 Sycamore.
Chief
Dean said that someone
had taken
care of the
weeds and cellar
cover mentioned
in his letter
to the owner, but
nothing has been done with the building
itself.
The council
agreed
by concensus
to proceed with scheduling
a hearing
which would require
the owner to take care of the matter,
or the city would
do it, and
the costs would
be levied
as a lien against
the property.
Chief Dean still
would like to have his office expanded
by using
part of the court room.
Dale Fox asked
exactly
why the office should
be larger.
Dean said he needed
more locked
storage space for
documents,
etc.
Fox asked
if the upper floor of the city building
could
be used for this purpose,
providing
the Masons
re-locate.
Dean
agreed that space could be used,
but it would be several
months
efore it's available,
if at all.
Fox then asked why the courtroom
~ouldn't
be used as is when necessary
since court is held just once a
month.
Dean stated he felt
he had explained
all of this in the
letter he presented
at the October
meeting,
and that re-hashing
the
matter probably
wouldn't
serve any purpose.
He said that there are
things involved with procedures
they have to follow that justify why
more space is needed.
Fox said that he was not against
the police

having more room, but would like to avoid
changing
the existing
courtroom.
Dean said that if the courtroom
isn't
used,
then we need
to look into another
way to increase the police
department
space.
He
feels
that the physical
department
should
grow along
with the force
itself and the city.
Fox said that the force has grown to the point
where the police fund for 1997 is out of money,
to which Dean replied
that this is the case every year.
He stated
that he has been using
unpaid reserve
officers as much as possible.
Mayor Day said that
all five council
members
should be involved with the final decision
regarding
this matter,
so it was tabled until the next meeting.
Mayor Day asked the clerk if there would be a problem
with
holding
municipal
court
in City Hall.
The clerk couldn't foresee
a
problem as long as the city officials
present in court were willing
to keep an eye on things.
Judge Coursen
stated that he would have no
problem
with this arrangement.
When asked
why the courtroom
couldn't be used as a secure
area
when necessary,
Dean responded
that the hook-type
lock on the door
between
the courtroom
and city hall office couldn't
really
be
considered
secure,
and could cause problems
with technicalities
in a
court case.
He again stated that he and his officers all felt
strongly
that the department
needs more space.
Mayor Day asked if
~ean would be willing to take the cost of this expansion
from the
998 law budget,
and Dean said he would be agreeable
to this.
COUNCILMEMBER
COMMENTS:
Orville
Sparks mentioned
that some of the
railroad
ties along
the walkway by Casey's
are being used next to
someone's
fence to keep dogs in, and that some of the other ties are
in bad shape.
Chief Dean said he would look into the matter.
Dale Fox made a motion at the mayor's
request,
seconded
by
Orville
Sparks,
to recess the meeting
for five minutes to discuss
personnel
matters not related
to elected
personnel.
Motion
carried.
Mayor Day called the meeting back to order at 9:05 P.M.
No action
was taken as a result of the recess.
MAYOR'S
REPORT:
Mayor Day wanted
to express his appreciation
for
the work done by the city employees.
He explained
that he's had more
time to observe
this since opening
his business in Overbrook.
Dale Fox made a motion,
Motion
carried;
meeting
was

seconded
adjourned

by Wally Thomas,
at 9:18 P.M.

Respectfully

submitted,

Cheryl
L. Brown,
City Clerk

APPROVED
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to adjourn.

MINUTES
MEMBERS

OTHERS

clerk

SPECIAL
PRESENT:

PRESENT:

MEETING

OF THE COUNCIL

NOVEMBER

26,

1997

Bruce Smith, Orville Sparks, Wally Thomas,
Dale Fox, Mark Criger, Mayor Glyn Day.
Larry
King,

Mayor Day called
called
the roll;

& Karen Wray,

& Jeannette

Mike

Brown.

Fawl,

Jim Gates, Steve
Bob Shepard,
Cheryl

the special meeting to order
there was a quorum present.

at 6:00 P.M.

The

The mayor stated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
zoning of the middle school
property
at 300 Ash Street,
and to
consider
a resolution to begin hearings on the structure
at 406
Sycamore.
Insurance coverage
on the maintenance building and
contents is also to be discussed.
Mayor Day read the recommendation
of the Planning Commission
which was to zone the property known as the middle school
"Commercial
with a variance
to be a home-occupied business to be used
or bed & breakfast,
residential,
and community use."
Mr. Wray stated that the possibility of his operating
a small
ice plant in the back of the building had been suggested
to him.
This would be in addition to the uses already stated.
Jeanette
King voiced her concern about what would happen if and
when the property sells if it's zoned Commercial.
The mayor reported that according to KSA 12-708 the council
has
two options;
one being to adopt the planning commission's
recommendation,
the second being to return it's own recommendation
to
the planning commission.
The council cannot change or revise the
original
recommendation.
If after 10 days the commission does not
re-submit anything to the council,
the council considers that to be a
re-submission
of the original recommendation
and proceeds
accordingly.
Mayor Day told the council that, according to the city attorney,
the recommendation
cannot
be acted upon as is due to the following
reason:
Commercial
zoning cannot have conditions attached; a
conditional use permit can be allowed in a residential district with
specific uses listed
on the permit itself.
After discussion,
the clerk was requested to submit the
following questions
to the city attorney:
1.
Can "Conditional
uses" be added at a later
time without
starting the process over?
2.
Can the permit state what is NOT allowed
rather than
what is allowed?
Mayor Day asked the Wray's if their
will be affected by how it's zoned.
Mr.
he felt it would be in his best interest

interest
in the property
Wray stated
that it might as
to have it zoned Commercial.

Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to send the
recommendation
back to the Planning
Commission stating
that they
cannot put conditions
on Commercial
zoning according
to Ordinance No.

95 and the state

statutes.

Motion carried.

Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Orville Sparks, to adopt
Resolution No. 35 which fixes the time of a hearing to consider the
condemnation of the structure
at 406 Sycamore, Overbrook.
This
hearing will be at 8:00 P.M. January 14, 1998.
Motion carried.
The clerk reported that after the Carbondale maintenance
building fire, she checked
to see what coverage we have on our
building.
It's insured
for $13,000.00 and nothing extra for the
contents.
The large equipment stored in it is covered
on an
individual
basis,
but not spare meters,
lids, tools, etc.
Ira Allen
and Bob Sisson are going to come up with an amount of coverage to be
added.
Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Orville Sparks,
Motion carried;
the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 P.M.

Submitted

by,

Cheryl L. Brown,
City Clerk
APPROVE D _I .:;;_6..3.-..........L../
~(o::::--____;q"----l.1
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to adjourn.

REGULAR

MINUTES

MEMBERS

PRESENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

COUNCIL

MEETING

DECEMBER

16,

1997

Mark Criger, Bruce Smith, Orville Sparks,
Dale Fox, Wally Thomas, Mayor Glyn Day.

Max Friesen, Bob Sisson,
Cheryl Brown.

Ron Dean, Jr.,

The regular council meeting for December (postponed from
December 10
1997) was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Mayor Day.
Roll was cailed; there was a quorum present.
A brief opening prayer
was offered by the mayor.
MINUTES/WARRANTS:
Orville Sparks made a motion to approve the
minutes of the regular November, 1997 meeting as written, Mark Criger
seconded.
Motion carried.
Bruce Smith made a motion, seconded by
rville Sparks, to approve the minutes of the November 26, 1997
special meeting.
Motion carried.
Orville Sparks, made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to pay
all warrants presented.
Motion carried.
300-306 ASH ZONING:
Mayor Day read a letter from the Overbrook
Planning Commission in which they recommended that the property at
300-306 Ash, known as the Overbrook Middle School building, be zoned
"Residential with a Conditional Use Permit to be used as a residence,
Bed 'n Breakfast, and community use."
Bruce smith made a motion,
seconded by Orville Sparks, to approve the recommendation from the
Planning Commission contingent upon the purchase by Larry Wray before
the next regular council meeting on January 14, 1998.
Motion
carried.
If Wray does not purchase the property the zoning would
remain Public Use as long as the school owns it.
There was
discussion regarding the city obtaining this property if it becomes
available again.
Bruce Smith agreed to get a committee together.
BICYCLE ORDINANCE:
The mayor said that Chief Dean has asked for
this matter to be tabled until he has studied another ordinance that
he has just received.
The council agreed by concensus to table.

~998 LICENSES:
Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Mark Criger, to
~pprove Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses for Casey's, O'Bryhim's, The
Patch, and Conrad's Bar and Grill.
Motion carried.
Orville Sparks made a motion, seconded by Bruce Smith, to
approve licenses for all game machines presented.
Motion carried.
PEDESTRIAN

CROSSING

SIGNS:

Following

discussion

regarding

the

possibility of people getting a false sense of security if these.
signs are posted, Mark Criger made a motion: seconde~ by ~ruce Smlth,
to take no action regarding placing Pedestrlan CrOS~lng signs at
Santa Fe Trail and Maple at this time.
Motion ~arrled.
The c~erk
said she was told by Judge Coursen that pedestria~s have the r~ght of
way regardless of marked crossw~lks.
Dale Fox sald that t~e slgns
would probably help enforce cit~ons in the event someone ~s struck
while crossing the street.
Bruce Smith stated that enforc~ng t~e 20
MPH speed limit would probably be more effective than po~tin~ Signs.
The council agreed to reconsider
the matter at a later tlme If there
is public demand.
406 SYCAMORE STRUCTURE:
The clerk reported that the daughter of
the property owner had signed for the certified letter informing her
of the hearing on January 14, 1998.
She also said that Judy and
David Parry will probably be acting as the owner's agent at the
hearing.
The purpose of the hearing will be to determine what action
~ust be taken by the owner, and a time-frame for this action.
The
lerk reminded the council that according to the city ordinance, the
owner has the option to move the existing structure out, and replace
it with one of equal or greater value within 30 days.

MAINTENANCE REPORT:
Bob Sisson reported that other than snow
removal, not much has been done due to weather.
He said that someone
had driven on the tennis courts at Jones Park, and the tennis
association is in the process of getting some snow fence.
Sisson
also said some plastic bags have been left at Jones Park, and if this
continues no one will be allowed to dump yard waste in this area.
Sisson said that the storm drain by the Co-op has been cleaned
out.
He wanted the council to know that removing snow on dead-end
streets is difficult with the dump truck, especially when there are
cars parked on the street.
Bob Call did move snowpiles with the
backhoe as he had time.
Mark Criger stated that the main concern
should be on the most-travelled streets and intersections with other
areas to be done as soon as possible.
Orville Sparks reported that four hydrants need to be replaced
or elevated according to the fire chief.
Sisson said that he thinks
that the fire department needs to work with the city on this matter,
and he will contact Harmison regarding this matter.
Sisson told the council that he and Bob Call and the dumptruck
have all passed the Commercial Driver's License testing.
~
It was reported that the sewer lagoon tests have improved the
~ast several months, and hopefully will go back to quarterly testing

soon.
CLERK'S REPORT:
A letter was received from the After Prom
committee requesting a donation.
Orville Sparks made a motion,
seconded by Dale Fox, to donate $100.00.
Motion carried.

She received notice from Galaxy Cablevision that they are
raising the basic rate by a dollar after the first of the year.
There was discussion about what bills the city pays for the
library, and what the library pays from their funds.
The council
asked the clerk to get a report on the library's expenses for the
next meeting.
POLICE REPORT:
Chief Dean reviewed his report with the council.
Dean told the council that Overbrook
can use the Scranton firearm
range for training providing we help them build some barricades for
the firing lines.
This agreement was made after Dean learned that
the city's insurance would not cover law enforcement personnel doing
their firearms training on private property as would have been the
case if a firing range had been built at Everette Dannar's residence.
Dean asked that the meeting be recessed for 10 minutes.
Orville
Sparks made a motion, seconded by Dale Fox, to go into executive
session for 10 minutes to discuss matters not related to elected
personnel.
Motion carried; meeting was recessed at 8:22 P.M.
Mayor
Day called the meeting back to order at 8:32 PM at which time Dale
~'ox moved and Orville Sparks seconding to recess the meeting for
another 10 minutes.
Motion carried.
Mayor Day called the meeting
back into open session at 8:51 PM.
No action was taken as a result
of the recessed session.
TREASURER'S REPORT:
Max Friesen reported that the funds were low
as usual for this time of year, but thought everything could be taken
care of without cashing a CD.
MEADOWBROOK II SERVICES:
Max Friesen wanted to discuss the utility
services for his addition known as Meadowbrook II.
The council and
Friesen reviewed the wording in the original motion as to who will do
the work installing water and sewer lines.
There was discussion as
to the location of the water lines, and whether or not this should be
done before the streets are put in.
Sisson brought up the size of
the water lines needed.
The original recommendation by the engineer
was to install a 8" line, but there was some question as to whether
or not this was necessary.
Mayor Day said that he couldn't see any
problem with using a 6" line provided that the engineer would agree.
REVENUE CONCERNS:
Mayor Day stated that he was concerned that the
city's cash reserves are getting lower every year, and that unless
~.here is a big cut in spending, that more ways to raise revenue need
~o be considered.
He realizes that in order to have a really good
town certain services need to be provided, but these things cost
money.
Two ways to increase the funds are opting out from under the
current tax lid, and raising utility rates.
Following discussion,
the council agreed by concensus to start the process of opting out
from under the tax lid as the process takes several months.
The
clerk was asked to contact Jim Long of Bogner & Button to see if he

could attend the January meeting to discuss this procedure.
The
mayor stated he was thinking that there might be some way to levy the
same amount of tax that has been levied for the library bond, only in
a way that this money could be used for street maintenance, or
equipment purchases or other major investments.
The mayor said that until ways to increase revenue are created,
the city's donations to various groups might have to be reduced.
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS:
business to discuss.

None of the council members had any other

MISC:
The clerk told the council that after the first of the year
she is going to write each of the commissions and ask that they meet
to elect a chairperson and recording secretary so that the city clerk
doesn't have to send correspondence to each member, but would have
one person to contact when hearings need to be scheduled.
~

'AYOR'S REPORT:
Mayor Day wished everyone a happy holiday season.
Dale Fox made a motion, seconded by Orville Sparks, to adjourn.
Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M.
Cheryl L. Brown,
City Clerk
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